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The Chatham House Rule
The ‘Chatham House Rule’ applies to this meeting. This rule reads as follows: ‘When a
meeting, or part thereof, is held under the Chatham House Rule, participants are free to
use the information received, but neither the identity nor the affiliation of the speaker(s),
nor that of any other participant, may be revealed.’ The aim of the rule is to provide anonymity
to speakers and to encourage openness and sharing of information.

Description of presentation
During the Cold War a relentless intelligence battle between Russia and the West took place,
largely in the shadows. To a large extent it continues in today’s ‘New Cold War.’ In this
presentation two retired practitioners, one a former KGB rezident (chief of station), the other a
Western counterespionage specialist, will provide an insider’s perspective on the HUMINT aspect
of this battle.

Through case studies, the presentation analyzes espionage and counterespionage operations,
overviewing intelligence collection and counterintelligence doctrine and practices. There is a
focus on counterespionage (‘aggressive counterintelligence’ in KGB parlance), a complex, even
esoteric, and frequently misunderstood counterintelligence subdiscipline. We address the concept
of ‘double agents’, a core component of counterespionage, which provides a window into
adversary service targeting and operational tactics. Double agents also provide potential
deception channels and possibilities for agent handler recruitment. At the very least, there is the
option of expulsion of handlers and neutralization of adversary operations.

The presentation also discusses KGB ‘operational games’ and ‘operational disinformation.’ A
variety of disinformation and deception operations were initiated by the KGB to divert US
counterintelligence from the KGB’s penetrations of the CIA (Ames) and the FBI (Hanssen),
leading them down time-consuming, dead end avenues of inquiry. We also examine ‘false flag’
operations and the program of world-wide ‘third country’ recruitment of US targets, carried out
by KGB Group North and their Yasenevo based traveling recruiters.



From a lessons learned perspective, several ‘misdirected mole hunts’ in the UK and US will be
examined; the MI5 Hollis case in the UK, the CIA-FBI HONETOL operation and the hunt for
SASHA in the US, and the CIA-FBI’s GRAY DECEIVER (Kelley) case, among others. Other cases
include BLUE WREN, the FBI’s successful hunt for the Cuban Intelligence Service’s (DI) long-
term penetration of the DIA (Montes); and FAREWELL (Vetrov), the French DST’s penetration
of the KGB’s Directorate T, culminating in Vetrov’s ultimate betrayal and execution. The
defections of KGB officers Oleg Gordievsky (1985, London rezidentura) and Mikhail Butkov
(1991, Oslo rezidentura) will also be analyzed with personal perceptions and insights added by
both speakers.

The speakers

Daniel J [Dan] Mulvenna

 Retired from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Security Service (now the Canadian
Security Intelligence Service) after 22 years in criminal, counterintelligence and
counterespionage operations. Worked successively as Head of the Ottawa Field Office
GRU, Illegals and KGB Desks. Later in a senior position in the Counterintelligence
Research and Analysis Branch at Security Service HQ’s, worked on national
counterintelligence programs and joint projects with allied intelligence and security
services

 Instructor and lecturer on counterintelligence and counterterrorism to USIC agencies
(among those NSA, CIA, FBI, DIA, DOE, Homeland Security) at the Counterintelligence
Centre and with CT/CI Training Partners, in Washington, D.C. in 2001-2013.

 Featured speaker at intelligence conferences in Canada, the US and UK. Founder and
leader of Spy Moscow Conferences including guided tours of intelligence facilities and
sites in 1997, 1999 and 2003. Lecturer and Group Leader at 2008 Cold War Conference,
Cambridge University, England, and Moscow.

Col (ret.) Lev Koshlyakov

 Retired colonel of the KGB First Chief Directorate (FCD, foreign intelligence) and of the
SVR, the Foreign Intelligence Service of the Russian Federation. Received an MA in
Philology and International Economics from St. Petersburg State University in 1969.
Subsequently absolved a one-year KGB counterintelligence course in 1970 and the
Andropov Foreign Intelligence Academy in 1974. Over the years took various professional
courses in business administration, journalism and civil aviation.

 In 1969-73 Col Koshlyakov served in the Leningrad Counterintelligence Department of the
KGB, in 1973-93 with the KGB First Chief Directorate (foreign intelligence) and after 1991
with the SVR of the Russian Federation. He held field, desk and executive positions in the
Third Department (Britain, Northern Europe, Australia) of the FCD. He was rezident (chief
of station) in Australia, 1977-83 and in Norway, 1987-91.

 After retiring from the SVR in 1993 Col Koshlyakov established a security consultancy,
BusinessLink-M. The company provided consulting and risk assessment services to major
foreign companies investing in Russia such as Amoco, BP, British Gas, Conoco-Philips and
Procter & Gamble. From 1998 Col Koshlyakov held senior positions at Russian television
stations and Aeroflot, among others.



Registration
Those interested in attending the presentation should register by email with Ben de Jong at
b.m.dejong@uva.nl. Cell phone +31-(0)6-816 44 922. Please give name, phone number and
if possible affiliation in your email. The registration fee is € 105 and includes coffee breaks,
lunch and drinks afterwards. A number of places is available for students for 70 euros.
Proof of status as a student is required. When registering by email, please indicate the
amount that will be paid.

The sum of € 105 or € 70 is to be transferred to Stichting Inlichtingenstudies Nederland, ING
account no. NL64 INGB 0000 7259 80. (With the transfer please mention ‘Presentation
Spycatchers’).

The ING address for those paying from bank accounts outside the Netherlands: ING Bank, P.O.
Box 1800, 1000 BV Amsterdam. Payments for registration must be received on this account by
March 20. Refunds are only possible when participation has been cancelled by email on March
20 at the latest.

Programme on Thursday 24 March

9.00-9.30 Arrival of participants & coffee

9.30-10.30 Lecture

10.30-10.45 Break & coffee

10.45-12.15 Lecture (continued)

12.15-13.00 Lunch

13.00-14.30 Lecture (continued)

14.30-14.45 Break & coffee

14.45-16.15 Lecture (continued)

16.15-16.45 Q & A

16.45-18.00 Drinks
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